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By Mark Johnson

"GHURCH MEETS HOUSE OF BLUES”

NSFPIRE OUTREACH, LAWRENCEVILLE, GA.

You won't find
traditional pews
at Nspire
Outreach. They
prefer an
environment
they call
“Church meets
House of Blues.”

NSPIRE OUTREACH IN LAWRENCE-
BURG, GA., RECENTLY COMPLETED
CONSTRUCTION OF THEIR NEW
FACILITY. The design eschews traditional
pews or theater-style seats in favor of
seating around tables throughout the
worship space, and chandeliers provide
the house lighting in an environment the
church leadership describes as “Church
meets House of Blues.” Providing an
intimate atmosphere in which to worship
was a primary design consideration in the
construction of Nspire’s new community
center and worship space, and reflects
the overall worship style of the church.

Nspire’s services are a dynamic mix of
music, practical teaching, drama, dance,

multimedia, prayet/meditation and more.
Fitting with this, when the new space was
being planned Senior Pastor and Worship
Leader Gregg Kennard felt that locally
based lJireh Supplies shared the vision

as well as the expertise to provide the
church with the appropriate technology
required to help fulfill his vision. The pro-
cess of design, planning and integration
of the new systems took two months.
The actual installation process of pulling
cable, installing equipment, and rigging
the speaker system, along with instailing
stage boxes, completing setup, sound
EQ and training, took approximately two
weeks. Given a 10-year relationship with
Pastor Kennard and Nspire Church, Jireh
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Did You Know?

Nspire Qutreach offers Soundz Academy—
a six-month certification course

The curriculum teaches how to oper-
ate state-of-the-art audio equipment for
churches, schools and conferences.

Part of Nspire’s outreach effort is
supporting and training individuals to
live in their life’s purpose and path by
providing jobs, counseling, housing,
life coaching, physical fitness, educa-
tion and a spiritual community. This
academy provides “"real-life” training
and experience that will lead to hetter
employment opportunities.

Potential clients are interviewed and se-
lected by instructors from Jireh Supplies
and the executive director of Nspire.

At any given time, six to eight clients
are involved in the Soundz Academy.

The course is composed of three
16-week modules at a cost of $800
each. This AV academy includes
professional training in:

¢ Live sound techniques

* Video presentation

* Audio video set up

* Installation

* Sound and lights retail experience

Get more information online at:
www.nspireatianta.com

was entrusted to provide all design and
integration services for the new center.
The huilding started out as a warehouse
shell with a bare metal ceiling. During
early pre-planning with the architect,
Jireh recommended that the ceiling be
acoustically treated. All electrical runs
were determined at that point as well.

A nine-person vocal/praise team and a
six-member band provide a mix of music
for worship in styles ranging from pop,
urban, rock, neo-classical, country, and
gospel. Jireh selected Sennheiser E835
mics for vocals, noting their smooth
response and overall clarity. Wireless
systems are comprised of Audio-Technica
3000 series outfitted with Provider Series
PSM1 headworn mics. These are used for
lead vocals as well as for delivering the
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Message. For audio wiring infrastructure,
Jireh supplied a 32 x 8 analog snake by

Rapco to get the signal from the stage to

the FOH position, with eight Rapco floor
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boxes positioned in the stage area for
convenient mic inputs.

Jireh Supplies’ Gene Byce states that
the selection of the mixing console was

Engineering so much
versatility and performance
into the IBOX"™ Series took a lot of time.

At least installing and using it won't.

IBOX™ offers two-way, three-way, underbalcony, subwoofer and outddor-ready models
including six different horn patterns and “flat-out-of-the-box” voicing to help simplify even the
most challenging system designs. A wide variety of versatile mounting accessories are available
for easy installation of arrays and clusters. IBOX is so reliable, we gave it a S-year warranty.

If you don't have time to wade through other competitors claims, remember

 International’

an easy decision to make. He says, “A
few months prior to this installation,
Presonus had just introduced the new
StudioLive digital console. We worked
closely with Presonus Vice President
Rick Naqvi during the integration of
these consoles. These consoles were
chosen because they contained all of
the digital processing required and all
of the digital processing required for ,
future expansion as well. For the church ‘
to grow with these consoles was very
important. The StudioLive consoles

are modular and can be daisy-chained

together into one seamless console. The

A nine-person
vocal/praise
team and a
six-member
band provide a
mix of music for

worship in styles
ranging from |
pop, urban, rock,
neo-classical,
country, and
gospel.
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Presonus StudioLive not only contains
onboard effects, but full EQ capabili-
ties, compressors, limiters, gates, high
pass filters and the ability to store and
recall scenes. By choosing the Presonus
Studiolive we were able to eliminate

outboard rack mount gear, in turn saving
the church thousands of dollars.”

Jireh also selected Crown XTi series amps
to drive the PA. The DSP processing, as
well as the lock-out feature (to prevent
accidental changes to the settings), were
important features in Byce's eyes.

JIREH SUPPLIES, System integration, (800} 478-2591, www.jirehsupplies.com
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DA-LITE SCREEN CO., Video screen, (800) 622-3737, www.dalite.com
= : EIKI, LC-XG250L projector, (800) 242-3454, www.eiki.com
) FSR, MAS-3200 video switcher/scaler, (973) 785-4347, www.fsrinc.com
: GRUND AUDIO, Loudspeakers, (712) 322-3900, www.grundorf.com
¥
: NSPIRE OUTREACH, www.nspireatlanta.com
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W
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The Crown amplifiers drive a loudspeaker
system by Grund Audio, which, according
to Byce, was another easy selection. “We
knew right away that we wanted to imple-
ment Grund Audio speakers. We felt this

was one of the only speaker manufactur-
ers that would be able to custom-build

AUDIO-TECHNICA, 3000 Series wireless microphones, (330) 686-2600, www.audic-technica.com
CHAUVET, Lighting dimmers and control console, (800) 762-1084, www.chauvetlighting.com
CROWN INTERNATIONAL, XTi Series amplifiers with DSP control, (574) 294-8000, www.crownaudio.com

PRESONUS, Studiol.ive digital mixing console, (225) 216.7887, www.presonus.com
PROVIDER SERIES, PSM-1 headworn microphones, (678) 377-4885, wwww.providerseries.com
RAPCO HORIZON, Audio snake and floor boxes, (800) 467-2726, www.rapcohorizon.com

FUJIFILM
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the speakers and customize the horn on numerous installations and knew
dispersion based on the characteristics that these speakers would outperform
of the room. We have used Grund Audio our expectations and the expectations
speakers and worked with Frank Grund of Nspire Outreach.”

New OSRAM aluPAR® 64 1000W lamps.

Unlike ordinary PAR lamps, the reflector in OSRAM aluPAR 64 lamps
is made of aluminum, not aluminized glass. This makes aluPAR lamps
up o 50% lighter in weight. Lighter means easier handling—and
lower shipping and transportation costs. AIUPAR is also one of our
ECOLOGIC* environmentally preferable products. For a complete system
solution use the OSRAM PAR-1 socket. For more aluPAR advantages,
visit www.sylvania.com or call in the U.S. 888-677-2627.

OSRAM PAR-1 socket

Nspire used the UB2020 models (two

per side) in a stereo configuration, with
two Grund Audic GT-LPB-36C dual 18-
inch subwoofers installed to provide the
low-end reinforcement. Room EQ was
performed using an lvie Pal interfaced with
a Dell Axim X51v running IE35 system
software. All services are recorded direct
to CD using a Tascam CD-RW900 recorder
and multi-tracked to an Apple iMac run-
ning the Presonus StudioOne software.

Visuals play a large part in Nspire's ser-
vices, so Jireh selected an Eiki LC-XG250L
4,000-lumen video projector, which
projects onto a Da-Lite screen. Nspire
volunteers devised a large gold picture
frame for the screen, giving the appear-
ance that the projected image is a large
piece of vintage art. An FSR MAS-3200
video switcher/scaler provides the inter-
face between the various video sources
Nspire uses.

The lighting system consists of 16 PAR 56
fixtures that came over from the old facil-
ity and new Chauvet dimmer packs and
an Obey70 lighting board, though there
are plans to expand the system to include
intelligent lighting.

Jireh Supplies trained the technical
staff on the new systems, and the
sessions were also recorded to DVD for
future reference.

MARK JOHNSON is an independent technical trainer
focusing on systems for houses of worship and
serves on the volunteer audio team at Hilitop Com-
munity Church in Richmond, Calif. He is also former
editor of Sound & Video Contractor and Church
Production magazines. He can be reached at
mjohnson6286@sbcglobal.net.





